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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will focus on reading a variety of non-fiction literature choices about animals and the habitats in which they live.Students
will ask and answer questions about a variety of animals.They will identify similarities and differences between these animals and their
environments.Using a graphic organizer, they will categorize animals into their natural habitats. Students will also use the information that they
acquire to author and illustrate a booklet of facts about their favorite animal. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: Big Babies,
Little Babies, Animal Mothers, Are You There, Baby Bears, Rumble in the Jungle, Starry Safari, Zomo the Rabbit, So Say the Little Monkeys, An
Extraordinary Egg, Little Beaver and the Echo, Frog in the Bog, Little BunnyÂ's Sleepless Night, Hopper Hunts for Spring, Black Bear Cub, A
Time For Playing, Curious Critters, Doing the Animal Bop.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: K

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.1
With prompting and support, ask and
answer questions about key details in a
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1
Demonstrate command of the

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to identify characteristics of a living thing (animals) as a basis
of comparison to others.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions
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conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2
Use a combination of drawing,
dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which
they name what they are writing about
and supply some information about the
topic. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.K.2
With prompting and support, identify
the main topic and retell key details of
a text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.2
With prompting and support, retell
familiar stories, including key details.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.2
With prompting and support, describe
the connection between two
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of
information in a text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.K.3
With prompting and support, identify
characters, settings, and major events
in a story. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.3
With guidance and support from adults,
explore a variety of digital tools to
produce and publish writing, including
in collaboration with peers. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.W.6
With prompting and support, describe
the relationship between illustrations
and the story in which they appear
(e.g., what moment in a story an
illustration depicts). CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.RL.K.7
With guidance and support from adults,
recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.8
With prompting and support, compare
and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in familiar

U1 (U100) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U3 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U4 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U5 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U6

Thematic: Living things (animals) have
certain characteristics that are similiar and
different to other living things.

Q1 (Q103) What is my purpose for reading? (K-
12) How does it influence how I read? (3-12)
Q2 (Q201) What are my strategies for reading
this text? How do I know if they are working? (K-
12)
Q3 (Q107) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q4 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q5 (Q305) What does a close (careful) reading
require? (K-12)
Q6 (Q700) How do I begin? (K-12)
Q7 (Q703) How can other people help me with
my writing? (K-2) How can I get and use
feedback to improve my writing? (3-12)
Q8 (Q705) How do I know when I am done? (K-
12) What do I need to consider before
submitting or publishing a piece for an
audience? (2-12)
Q9 (Q803) How do I organize and synthesize
information? (3-12)
Q10

Thematic: What are the characteristics of this
animal?  How is that similar or different to
another (animal or person)?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Gather knowledge from multiple sources about
a topic.

S2

Draw, dictate, or write informational text with
supporting details.

S3
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stories. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.K.9 Retell details from text.

S4

Identify the main idea/topic.

S5

Listen to and read non-fiction texts to learn new
information
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